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A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 1 MONTH^S^ FROIWI 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION MUNTH(S) FROM 

Status 

1 )□ Responsive to communication(s) filed on . 

2a)n This actionis FINAL. 2b)n This action is non-final. 

hLT^h "'^ application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 
Disposition of Claims "'^ ^^^^ ^ ^ ^53 O.G 213 ' 

4) E| Claim(s) 70-24 is/are pending in the application. 
4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) 0 Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) n Claim(s) is/are rejected. 

Claim{s) is/are objected to. 

8) E| Claim(s) 10:24 are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 
Application Papers 

9) n The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

1 0) 0 The drawing(s) filed on is/are: 3)0 accepted or b)^ objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing{s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 85(a) 

11) 0 The proposed drawing correction filed on is: a)^ approved bjD disapproved by the Examiner. 

If approved, corrected drawings are required in reply to this Office action. 

12) n The oath or declarafion is objected to by the Examiner. 
Priority under 35 U.S.C. §§ 119 and 120 

13) 0 Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(a)-(d) or (f). 

aOAII b)n Some'cO None of: 

1 .□ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. n Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3. n Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Staoe 

application from the Intemational Bureau (PCT Rule 1 7 2(a)) >Ma"onai Mage 

See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 
UM Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(e) (to a provisional application). 
i^MVi^i , foreign language provisional application has been received 

15)123 Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. §§ 120 and/or 121 

Attachment(s) 

Notice of References Cited (PTO-892^ A^r-\ , . . 

2) □ Notice Of Draftsperson's Patent Drawi g Review (PTO 948) t H m Tr^"" ^^'^''"'''^ ^''"^ ' 

a^ninfnrm.f PI- . i«'iiurawingrteview(h'iu-94S) 5) LJ Notice of I nfonna I Patent Application (PTO- 152 ) 

3) U Infomnation Disclosure Statement(s) (PTO-1449) Paper No(s) . 6) □ Other: PPi'cai'on i u 152) 
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Art Unit: 1648 

Election/Restrictions 
Restriction to one of the following inventions is required under 35 U.S.C. 121: 

I. Claim 10-13, drawn to a method of screening an agent to see if the agent is able to 
modulate the binding between a polyglutamine expansion comprising protein with 
a protein target, classified in class 435, subclass 4. 

II. Claims 14-18, drawn to a method of detecting a complex with an antibody, 
classified in class 435, subclass 7.1. 

III. Claim 19-21, drawn to a device, classified in class 530, subclass 402. 

IV. Claim 22-24, drawn to a method of modulating polyglutamine expansion 
comprising protein in a cell, classified in class 424, subclass 93.2. 

The inventions are distinct, each fi-om the other because of the following reasons: 

Group III is a compositions and are distinct fi-om groups I, II and IV which are drawn to 
methods. Group lU contains not only the antibody but also contains other components such as a 
solid binding surface, which are distinct from the antibody. Though there may be overlap for 
these groups, the search for one group will not be coextensive with that of the other group. 

Groups I, II and IV are drawn to methods and each is distinct from the other because they 
utilize different starting materials, therefore the outcomes are not be expected to be the same. 
Group I is drawn to a method for testing if an agent is able to modulate protein binding between 
a polyglutamine expansion comprising protein and a protein target. Group II is a method of 
detection the presence of polyglutamine expansion in a protein from a sample. Group IV is a 
method of modulating intercellular binding of protein having polyglutamine expansions. 
Though there may be overlap between these methods in they differ from each other by utilizing 
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different starting materials and techniques, the outcome would therefore not be expected to be 
the same. 

Inventions II and III are related as product and process of use. The inventions can be 
shown to be distinct if either or both of the following can be shown: (1) the process for using the 
product as claimed can be practiced with another materially different product or (2) the product 
as claimed can be used in a materially different process of using that product (MPEP 
§ 806.05(h)). In the instant case the product can be used to purify proteins having polyglutamine 
expansion, which can be used an antigen. 

Because these inventions are distinct for the reasons given above and have acquired a 
separate status in the art as shown by their different classification and divergent subject matter, 
restriction for examination purposes as indicated is proper. 

Applicant is advised that the reply to this requirement to be complete must include an 
election of the invention to be examined even though the requirement be traversed (37 CFR 
1.143). 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or eariier communications from the 
exammer should be directed to Ulrike Winkler, Ph.D. whose telephone number is 703-308-8294 
The exammer can normally be reached M-F, 8:30 am - 5 pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, James Housel, can be reached at 703-308-4027. 

The fax phone numbers for the organization where this application or proceeding is 
assigned are 703-308-4242 or for infomial communications use 703-308-4426 
1, ,^ of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding 

should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is 703-308-0 1 96. 




Ulfike Winkler, Ph 



